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Summer Issue 

At this time of Easter we 
bring you the April Edition 
of the E-News. Packed with 
the latest news, events and 
information from across the 
District, we hope you find 
this issue helpful. 

Dates for Your Diary- 
Summer  

Methodist Conference- 26th 
June- 2nd July 2025 

Tuesday 15th July - District 
Executive- Zoom- 10am  

	 	  

￼  
District E-News 

Methodist Conference  
A Message from Revd Dr Daniel Haylett 

Dear friends, 

I’m writing this letter on the eve of the Methodist 
Conference, which will be meeting in Telford this 
year.   The Conference is the governing body of our 
Church and is made up of representatives and 
officers from the Circuits in Britain.  There are 
ecumenical guests and partners from the wider 
church who gather from around the world to be part 
of the conferring.  It’s a time of celebration and 
reflection as well as a moment of conferring around 
key themes and bits of administration.   

You can follow what is happening at Conference by 
reading through the agenda or watching the live 
stream if you follow the link below: 
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www.methodist.org.uk/about/structure-and-governance/the-methodist-conference/ 

There is a vast agenda before Conference, as usual.  But behind the business and 
words of the agenda is the deep commitment that is at the heart of what it means to be 
a Methodist: the desire to seek God’s will together.  Conference at it’s best confers: 
doing discernment together through listening to God and each other, in engaging with 
the Scriptures and in times of prayer and worship.  At our best, we model what it is to 
disagree well, and occasionally even agree! 

It is easy to feel the sense of dislocation from the Conference.  It is something that we 
often think of as happening “over there” and usually up-country too!  But the gathering 
of Conference symbolises something about our unity and essence, and reminds us that 
we in our local churches are part of something much bigger in Britain and across the 
world.    

Over the summer we see something of that reflected too in the moving of ordained 
ministers.  Some circuits will be saying goodbye to Ministers and preparing to receive 
new staff in September.  In the good byes and welcoming, we are also expressing 
something of what it means to be in connexion with one another.   We pray for God’s 
blessing on all who are moving, and we give thanks for faithful service and ministry 
offered and received. 

With every blessing, 

Dan 

http://www.methodist.org.uk/about/structure-and-governance/the-methodist-conference/
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Trying to keep up with God 

A Message from Revd Chris Brown  

Something is happening in the Tavistock Circuit. We have seen some great things 
happen in our Horrabridge Project which Ali Mansfield  leads and I’m sure many of you 
will have heard all about that but it seems it isn’t just happening in Horrabridge. 
Tavistock Methodist Church has spent a great deal of its resources (together with 
grants from the District and others) on employing a team of family workers. We have 
children and young people on our premises most days and the work is growing. With 
more space and more money we could do a great deal more in this average Devon 
Town on the edge of Dartmoor. 

The latest thing is that on Pentecost Sunday we baptised 12 young people and we 
have more who will want to be baptised in the future. This has grown from years of 
hard work by some very special people. We have regular and well-attended prayer 
meetings. We do our best to have a good Bible based message each week. We have 
been working hard on our worship and are trying to make it meaningful for a 
contemporary world. We are blessed to have gifted musicians. We also have an even 
more contemporary evening service once a month that our young people love and 
have now started to lead from time to time, they led it on Sunday after all the baptisms. 
Some of our young people have taken a lead in their schools and have been 
instrumental in setting up Christian Unions. 

I’d like to claim that all this has been down to my ministry but in reality I am spending 
most of my time just trying to keep up with what God is doing. I do believe a church 
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needs to create the right conditions for God to be able to work but it is all down to 
God in the end. 

Anyway, back to the exciting bit. A few months ago our young people went away 
together to an event called Satellites. They will all 
talk about being reluctant to go and yet over that 
time they started to give their lives to Jesus 
Christ. Now, these events are where the 
challenge to follow comes but this happens 
because of all the hard work others put in before. 
They returned from the event fired up with many 
talking about baptism. At first I thought we had 8 
and then when I started the baptism training 
sessions we moved up to 11 and that is what we 
had on Pentecost Sunday.  We worked hard to 
make the event special for each of them. 

Someone significant in their coming to faith helped with the baptism and they picked a 
song that we played a verse of for them as they came up out of the water and got a 
hug from me (yes I did ask permission). All these baptisms was marvelous and very 
emotional for us all. It was a tremendous privilege to be involved in this special time 
for all these wonderful young people. But as if this wasn’t enough, the service was 
nearing its end at around 90 minutes, when one of the young people who had been 
unsure about being ready for baptism walked to the front of the church and asked if he 
could be baptised as well. After some hurried questions put to him we also baptised 
him and we finished the service singing, and with him being embraced by all his 
friends, who had just been baptised. There was not a dry eye in the church. I’m now 
praying for next Pentecost because we want more. 

  

Revd Chris Brown 

Tavistock Methodist Circuit Superintendent 
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New Friends 

A Message from Jane Allin 

Three years ago, the congregation of our 
Church in Bridgwater, Somerset was fairly small 
and almost exclusively white, middle class and 
with more people over 60 than under. That all 
changed when a hotel near our town started 
being used to house asylum seekers. Soon 
after, we received an E Mail from a church in a 
London Circuit telling us that an Iranian family, 
who had been worshipping with them were 
being moved from their area to Bridgwater. We contacted them and they joined us 
soon after their move. This began what has become a close relationship with the hotel 
and some of the asylum seekers living there, and a true blessing to our congregation.  

Since our first meeting with the Iranian family; mother, father and young adult 
daughter, we have welcomed a mother and teenage son from Namibia, a mother and 
two young children from the Democratic Republic of Congo, ladies from Nigeria, 
South Africa and Botswana, young women from Pakistan and Botswana and a mother 
and young son from Grenada.  

Our Congregation has been on a steep learning curve and has been challenged by 
the pronunciation of names, communicating with people whose first language isn’t 
English and who are struggling to learn it, their different customs, realising our 
geography of the world is sadly lacking and recognising people when their hairstyles 
can change on a weekly basis. Our Minister, Annie Deche is from Kenya, and she has 
been brilliant in making links at the hotel and helping to support our new friends.  

We have found the workings of the asylum seeker system very confusing - why are 
families moved on with little notice, why are some offered housing and others aren’t 
and how are people expected to buy all the things they need (except food) on £8 a 
week.  When they do move, we are able, through our Methodist links, to make an 
introduction with a church in that area so that there is welcome and care when they 
arrive.  
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Despite all the challenges, our congregation has been welcoming and our friends from 
the hotel seem to have enjoyed their time with us, even though at times it has been 
brief. The Iranian family were moved to another area in the UK at very short notice. 
They made contact with the Methodist Church there and after two lots of temporary 
accommodation, they now have refugee status and have the stability and safety they 
hoped for. We keep in touch and are so pleased with their overwhelming delight in 
their new situation. We have enjoyed helping to settle our young teenage friend at an 
agricultural college, providing lifts to various activities and meals around our Circuit 
and getting to know such lovely people as true friends. When they share their stories, 
we are privileged to listen and some of their disclosures are quite harrowing.  

Our friends are part of our lives for only a short time, but we have been greatly 
privileged by knowing them. Our Congregation will never be the same again! 

Jane Allin 
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Flower Festival  

A Message from Brenda Plumer 

                                                                     
Temple Methodist Church in Budleigh Salterton will be holding a FLOWER FESTIVAL 
entitled “A Celebration of Time” from Thursday 31st July to Monday 4th August (Bank 
Holiday).  The Church will be opened daily from 10.00 a.m., to 4.00 p.m., except on the 
Sunday when it will be opened for viewing from 2.00 p.m., to 6.00. p.m., when at 6.30 
p.m., a  “Songs of Praise” Evening Service will be held led by Revd. Steve Santry. 
Invited donations will be for Temple Church, its young people and Hospiscare S.W.. 

Temple would be delighted to welcome visitors to view the Festival and would 
mention that our café “Wesleys”, adjacent to the Church, is open daily from 9.30 a.m., 
to 4.00 p.m., Monday to Satruday, offering lunches and light refreshments, either 
inside or on our Church lawn.  Parking is available. 

Why not make a day of it to visit Budleigh with its much admired estuary, lovely 
promenade and interesting shops.  To book a table at “Wesleys” email – 
philandcarole.jones@btinternet.com – or for further information email 
davidplumer15@btinternet.com 

We look forward to extending to everyone a real Budleigh Welcome! 

  

 Brenda Plumer 

mailto:philandcarole.jones@btinternet.com
mailto:davidplumer15@btinternet.com
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Life Path Tiverton, Devon 2025 

A Message from Richard Allington 
Churches together in Tiverton worked together to put on Life Path Tiverton. It was an 
answer to prayer for Roz Thomas and it is based on the lives of the Wesley family and in 
particular Samuel, Susannah, John and Charles. It is aimed at year 4 children (9-10 yrs) 
and they were invited to take part through activities, drama, music and learning. 
Approx 100 children came in each day with their teachers over 3 days in the first week 
of June. 

Three of us from Tiverton United Church (Methodist and URC) were privileged to take 
part in life paths. Judith and Liz were in the John Wesley area and Richard (Local Lay 
Pastor) went around with a group of children guiding and answering their questions. 
We are in the picture above. 
The children arrived to church bells ringing and a choir singing. Drama took place to 

bring the Wesley family to life followed by activities Samuel Wesley in his headmaster’s 

office in Blundells School Tiverton where he had the map of Tiverton which was in 4 
pieces. He had prepared the map for John Wesley visit to Tiverton but unfortunately, he 

lost it. The children had to solve clues, unlock boxes to find the map Susannah Wesley 

in her kitchen where the children sat on benches being taught how to write the 
alphabet and their names with Quills and then were invited to write a prayer and a 
verse from the Psalms followed by a slice of pound cake to eat. The activity ended 
when Susannah sat down to pray and put her apron over her head. 
John Wesley and his herbs which helped the poor and needy. The children were 
invited with pestle and mortars to make herb remedies. The apothecary was there 
trying to trick them out of their money for expensive potions which do no good. 
Charles Wesley wrote hymns to tunes he liked. As they arrived Charles is writing Hark 
the Herald Angels sing. The children were given the tune to we wish you a merry 
Christmas and they had to put words to the tune and sing it at the end with the church 
organ to celebrate Charles Wesley birthday (18th Dec) They also made Christmas 
wreaths  
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The children have lunch in the church grounds where John Wesley arrives on a horse 
and preaches as he is not welcomed to preach in the church. Some even threw 
tomatoes at him! 
The focus of life path is believing, learning, living and exploring through the Wesley 
family. The day finished with Moira giving her testimony of her faith journey today. The 
children had workbooks to work throughout the day and then take away with a bag of 
goodies. A selection of books were also given to each school’s library. The children left 
to the organ playing a 
selection on Charles Wesley 
hymns. 
The link for last year life path 
 YouTube video is Tiverton 
Lifepath 2024 
Richard Allington  

(local Lay Pastor for Tiverton, 
Petton and Upham in the 
Tiverton & Wellington circuit) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7izpSolpwgU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7izpSolpwgU
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The Connexional Safeguarding Team- Webinar 

A Message from Kate Little                                                                      

The Connexional Safeguarding Team is organising a webinar on the theme of Suicide 
Awareness on Tues 15 July, 11am - 12.30pm. I would like to ask your help with 
advertising this forthcoming Safeguarding webinar amongst your Safeguarding 
networks. For instance, I would be really grateful if you could forward this email to your 
Church and Circuit Safeguarding Officers, members of your District Safeguarding 
Group, ministers with an interest in Safeguarding or anyone else who might be 
interested. If you have a regular District newsletter, please could you ask for the 
following information to be placed in it? Thank you so much in advance for your 
assistance with advertising this opportunity. 

“Suicide Awareness Webinar, Tues 15 July, 11am - 12.30pm 

Organised by the Connexional Safeguarding Team, this 90 minute webinar will be 
facilitated by David Brown, Head of Training and Development at If U Care Share 
foundation, a suicide prevention charity based in the North East of England. 

The webinar will cover: 

An introduction to suicide prevalence, Language around suicide, Impact of suicide & 
Available support  

Please sign up for the webinar here: 

www.methodist.org.uk/safeguarding/webinars/suicide-awareness-webinar-
tuesday-15-july-2025/ 

If you or anyone else you know are personally affected, you could contact  

www.samaritans.org  www.giveusashout.org www.papyrus-uk.org 

I very much hope you will be able to attend this webinar and thank you in advance for 
any help you can give with advertising the event. 

Best wishes, 

Kate Little, Survivor Lead Officer littlek@methodistchurch.org.uk 

 

http://www.methodist.org.uk/safeguarding/webinars/suicide-awareness-webinar-tuesday-15-july-2025/
http://www.methodist.org.uk/safeguarding/webinars/suicide-awareness-webinar-tuesday-15-july-2025/
http://www.samaritans.org/
http://www.giveusashout.org/
http://www.papyrus-uk.org/
mailto:littlek@methodistchurch.org.uk
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Loan Sharks Re:Source 

A Message from Helen Pearce 

￼  We’re launching a brand new 
Re:SOURCE series! 
 
We’re thrilled to announce the launch 
of Re:SOURCE – a series of short, expert-
led workshops designed to equip churches 
and communities with the knowledge and 
confidence to tackle a wide range of social 
issues. Our aim is to empower churches to 
work more effectively with those who are 
struggling, helping them create lasting impact in their communities.

The workshops are free and open to all, offering essential insights into today’s most 

pressing challenges. We know that not everyone can make the same time, so we’ve 

scheduled sessions at different times throughout the week.  

Please help us spread the word!  

Share these events widely - include them in your church notices, add them to your ‘what’s 

on’ slides, and repost them on social media. Your support in raising awareness helps make 

education on these vital issues a priority. Together, we can shift the culture and 

conversation within our churches, our communities and across our city.  
This event is offered by TPT and hosted free of charge by St Marks, however, to continue 

delivering these vital events and extend meaningful support to local churches we need 

financial support!  

If you or your church value this kind of work please consider making a donation or 

encouraging your church to partner with us. Your support enables us to keep resourcing 

the Church for the good of our city!

Click here to Book your Place 

Helen Pearce 

Social Justice Coordinator 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/transforming-plymouth-together-58066035793
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