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October Issue 

As we head into the autumn 

and colder days, we bring 

you the October Edition of 

the E-News. Packed with the 

latest news, events and 

information from across the 

District, we hope you find 

this issue helpful. 

Dates for Your Diary- 
October  

Thursday 2nd- 10.30am 

District Property 

Committee- Exeter (Velwell 

Rd) 

Monday 6th- 10am Mission 

Area Leads Meeting-

Liskeard  

Tuesday 7th- 10am District 

Executive- Zoom 

Thursday 9th- 10.30am 

District Grants Committee- 

Zoom 

Tuesday 14th- 7.30pm 

Information on stationing 

visits meeting- Zoom 

Thursday 16th- 7pm District 

Policy Committee- Zoom 

  
District E-News 

Harvest Time 
A Message from Revd Dr Daniel Haylett 

Dear friends, 

Across the District there will have been many 

different approaches taken to celebrating harvest in 

churches and communities of all sizes.  Harvest 

festivals on allotments, services in farms and livestock 

markets as well as in school halls and in Methodist 

chapels will have taken place, or be coming up in the 

next few weeks.  No doubt produce will have been 

auctioned and given and received with love and care, 

and support offered as we pause to give thanks. 

This year the harvest thanksgiving happens in the 

context of extreme pressures upon rural 

communities.  This is not new, of course, but it is a 

situation that is particularly intense at this time, and 

one that sees many living with fear and uncertain in a 

variety of ways.  Navigating change and adaptation is 

a mainstay for many rural communities, but perhaps 

at present the rate of financial and policy change and 
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the persistence of that challenge to communities is 

unparalleled.    

Finding ways for our churches to respond to all of 

this at harvest is important.  How do we pray with 

communities and individuals who feel at their most 

fragile and vulnerable?  How can we sing hymns that 

celebrate the harvest homing, when there can seem 

little to cheer, and much to concern? 

The Arthur Rank Centre is an ecumenical charity 

based in Warwickshire and focusses on supporting 

rural Christians and Churches in their mission and 

ministry. 

Dates for Your Diary- 
October Cont’d 

Thursday 23rd- 10am 

Supervision Oversight 

Group- Exeter (Velwell Rd) 

Thursday 23rd- 7.30pm 

Circuit Stewards 

Consultation- Zoom 

Their resources this year encourage imaginative ways for churches to host their 

harvest celebrations, and to nurture the place that story has in that thanksgiving.  Our 

own Rural Support Worker, Andy Jerrard, has suggested that Churches look to 

“adopt a farmer” in their local area, to make contact and offer prayerful support and 

to listen to the challenges and joys of farming in these days. 

There are many ways to reconnect with those whose lives are bound up in producing 

the food and produce we rely on.  In our thanksgiving at this time of year, may our 

prayers be transformed into action and commitment as we seek to follow Christ in 

the places we live and serve.   

A prayer from the Arthur Rank Centre: 

May God go with you, go before you to nurture justice, stir compassion, and bless the 

communities that feed and sustain us. May God give you eyes to see the richness of 

creation, ears to hear the hunger of the world, and a heart open to generosity and 

grace. May God walk beside you in every shared meal, every hard choice, and every 

act of tending the earth and one another. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

https://arthurrankcentre.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/

2025/08/ARC-Harvest-2025-A-Missional-Guide-for-

Rural-Churches.pdf 

With every blessing, 

Dan 

https://arthurrankcentre.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/ARC-Harvest-2025-A-Missional-Guide-for-Rural-Churches.pdf
https://arthurrankcentre.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/ARC-Harvest-2025-A-Missional-Guide-for-Rural-Churches.pdf
https://arthurrankcentre.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/ARC-Harvest-2025-A-Missional-Guide-for-Rural-Churches.pdf
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Visit of President and Vice-President to the District 

A Message from Jane Allin 

The President of Conference, Rev. Richard Andrew and the Vice President of 

Conference, Matt Forsyth 

will be visiting the District on the weekend of the 10th and 11th January 2026. The 

visit will be focussed on the Torbay Circuit to coincide with the 50th Anniversary of the 

Central Church in Torquay.  

There will be a District Service on the afternoon of Sunday 11th January. 

More details will be available soon. 

Best wishes, 

Jane Allin 

Synod Secretary  
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Safeguarding Events and Resources  

A Message from the Regional Safeguarding Officers 

Upcoming Safeguarding Events & Resources – Stay Informed and Involved 

We would like to share some important updates and upcoming opportunities as part 

of our continued commitment to creating a safe and supportive environment for all. 

Safeguarding Sunday – 16th November 2025 

Please join us for Safeguarding Sunday on 16th November 2025 – a dedicated time to 

reflect, pray, and recommit ourselves to safeguarding within our church and wider 

community. This day provides an opportunity to raise awareness and highlight the 

importance of protecting the vulnerable among us. 

Read more on Thirtyone:eight website:  Safeguarding Sunday  

The 2025 Communications pack has been launched:  Safeguarding Sunday 

Communications Pack 202 

Safeguarding Restructure – Important Updates 

As many of you are aware we are currently undergoing a restructuring of our 

safeguarding practices to ensure they remain robust, responsive, and reflective of best 

practices. More details on these changes will be shared in the coming weeks, and we 

welcome your prayers and support during this period of transition. 

Please also note our new email address and mobile phone numbers: 

Regional Officer for Safeguarding Chrissie Slaney slaneyc@methodistchurch.org.uk 

Mobile telephone number 07799 900481 

Regional Officer for Safeguarding Andrew 

Vaughan vaughana@methodistchurch.org.uk 

Mobile telephone number 07972 102179   

We encourage everyone to engage with these resources and events as we continue to 

build a culture of safety, awareness, and compassion. 

Chrissie Slaney and Andrew Vaughan  

Regional Officers for Safeguarding (ROS) 

https://methodist-news.org.uk/c/AQieeBCXi5sHGI2dv4IHIPCS1KcBC0U7hqliAaHIdOefFRkH7-CT4gnMeUKhbFWKt_bux-E
https://methodist-news.org.uk/c/AQieeBCXi5sHGI2dv4IHIPGS1KcBYEajkNhtR1PGqT9BK4NC1B9qhTPFllidK2D7GQNcGg8
https://methodist-news.org.uk/c/AQieeBCXi5sHGI2dv4IHIPGS1KcBYEajkNhtR1PGqT9BK4NC1B9qhTPFllidK2D7GQNcGg8
mailto:slaneyc@methodistchurch.org.uk
mailto:vaughana@methodistchurch.org.uk
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For more information visit the Lets face it! page on the District Website by 

clicking here . 

Helen Pearce 

Social Justice Officer 

https://swpmethodist.org.uk/lets-face-it/
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Deacon Ruth Richey 

Mission Area Lead 
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Helen Pearce 

Social Justice Officer 

https://swpmethodist.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/Church-Action-on-Poverty-Sunday-October-2025-resource-booklet.pdf
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Positive Working Together 

A Message from Sharon Rowe  

Positive Working Together includes 3 one-day training courses: Growing through 
Change and Conflict; Bullying and Harassing Behaviour; Scripture, Spirituality and 
Conflict

 PWT Eventbrite Collection: 

https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/positive-working-together-818889 
  

Sharon Rowe   

Learning & Development Officer | The Connexional Team   

Phone: 07791 425501 | Mobile: 07791425501  

  

Growing through 
Change & Conflict

Tuesday 14th October 
2025 
9.30am to 4pm

https://
GtCC141025.eventbrite.co.uk

Responding to 
Bullying & 
Harassment

Tuesday 2nd December 
2025 
9.30am to 4pm

https://
GtCC141025.eventbrite.co.uk

Growing through 
Change & Conflict

Mon 26th and Tue 
27th January 2026, 7pm 
to 9.30pm

https://
GtCC141025.eventbrite.co.uk

Scripture, Spirituality 
and Conflict

Monday 9th March 2026 
9.30am to 4pm

https://
SSC090326.eventbrite.co.uk

Responding to 
Bullying & 
Harassment

Tuesday 9th June 2026 
9.30am to 4pm

https://
BH090626.eventbrite.co.uk

https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/positive-working-together-818889
https://gtcc141025.eventbrite.co.uk/
https://gtcc141025.eventbrite.co.uk/
https://gtcc141025.eventbrite.co.uk/
https://ssc090326.eventbrite.co.uk/
https://bh090626.eventbrite.co.uk/


District E-News October 2025

12

Think Faith Conference 

 A Message from Sharon Rowe 

 For more information and tickets Click Here 

Sharon Rowe   

Learning & Development Officer | The Connexional Team   

Phone: 07791 425501 | Mobile: 07791425501  

 

https://southwestbaptistassociation.churchsuite.com/events/zwlc2tt6
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Think Faith Conference 

 A Message from The Connexional Team   

Showing ‘After the Flood’: Thinking well about yourself and attendees

 

Are you considering showing the film ‘After the Flood: The church, slavery and 

reconciliation’ in your church or context?

This evening will be an opportunity to consider how you and others might feel about 

the film. We will also share tips on how to sensitively support those who attend, across a 

range of reactions and emotions, to enable reflection on the film content and engage in 

conversations. Led by Jenna Thorne, Revd Carla Quenet and Stuart Watkin from the 

Learning Network.

Showing ‘After the Flood’: Thinking well about yourself and attendees Registration, Mon 

13 Oct 2025 at 19:00 | Eventbrite

 

 

Please also share this with your colleagues and within your networks,

 

If you have any questions, please do let us know.

 

With best wishes

Kim Medford-Vassell   

JDS Programme Coordinator | The Connexional Team   

Phone: +44 (0) 20 7467 5197  

 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/showing-after-the-flood-thinking-well-about-yourself-and-attendees-registration-1639221157609?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/showing-after-the-flood-thinking-well-about-yourself-and-attendees-registration-1639221157609?aff=oddtdtcreator
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