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December Issue 

As we begin to move into 
the festive season, we bring 
you the December Edition 
of the E-News. Packed with 
the latest news, events and 
information from across the 
District, we hope you find 
this issue helpful. 

Dates for Your Diary- 
December 

Tuesday 2nd 10am District 
Executive Zoom 

Tuesday 16th 10am Mission 
Area Leads and Deputies 
Exeter (Velwell Rd)  

 

￼  
District E-News 

Pray in Advent 
A Message from Revd Dr Daniel Haylett 

Dear friends, 

In Advent we are offered time and space to reflect at 
just the moment when so much of life around us 
seems to demand haste and busyness.   There’s a 
moment, perhaps as short as the first two weeks of 
December, where our focus is held by the stories of 
waiting, longing, praying we read.  In Luke’s Gospel, it 
is the pairing of the stories of Elizabeth, Zechariah, 
Mary and Joseph that frame our own Advent waiting 
and praying. 

In this season and through these stories, we are 
invited to hear the truth about ourselves and about 
our world and be confronted by the reality of God 
who is in our midst in Christ, and is coming into our 
world.  The perspective of these stories shows us that 
hope is always present, even in the harshest of 
circumstances and in the chaos of a world where the 
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most vulnerable are often exposed to hardest 
attitudes that we have to offer to one another.  
Advent waiting is about reminding ourselves and the 
world of the consistent hope of God breaking in 
through the worst situations. 

It does not take us long to think of places and of 
people for whom light in the darkness and hope in 
apparent desperation would be the gift Advent 
might bring.  Conflict rages on stubbornly and with 
grim determination in Ukraine and fragile peace 
arrangements in Isreal/Palestine are far from secure.  
In the UK, the normalisation of scapegoating 

rhetoric of fellow human beings diminishes and 
threatens us all.  Advent truth telling compels us to 
share alternative stories and to dare to speak of God’s 
interest and intention for the good of all in the 
coming of Christ.  May we find courage in the ways 
we share, wait and pray in Advent. 

Every blessing 

Dan 

Stay Connected With Us! 

The Admin Team have been 
made aware that some of our 
emails are not reaching 
inboxes and may be redirected 
to Spam/Junk folders, 
especially when messages are 
sent to large distribution lists. 
To ensure you continue 
receiving important updates, 
please take a moment to: 
✅  Add 
admin@swpmethodist.org.uk 
to your email contacts 
✅  Mark any misplaced emails 
from us as “Not Spam” or 
“Safe Sender” 
✅  Check your Spam/Junk 
folder if you’re expecting an 
email that hasn’t arrived 
Thank you for helping us keep 
our communication running 
smoothly across the district! 
The Admin Team 
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The Coracle Circuit Launched on the Edge of the 
Atlantic 

A Message from Revd Darren Middleton 

The Coracle Methodist Circuit was formally launched on 8th 
September 2024 at a very fitting location: Tubestation 
Methodist Church in Polzeath. Many gathered from across 
the District to celebrate this new beginning and to welcome 
its new Superintendent Minister, Reverend Darren Middleton.

The service was led by Reverend Janet Parks, who has been working extensively with 
Tubestation throughout this season of discernment and development. The atmosphere 
was one of hope, anticipation, and a deep sense of God’s Spirit moving among a 
community ready to chart new waters together.

Charting New Waters, Honouring Missional Roots

A new chapter is unfolding within the South West Peninsula Methodist District as 
the Coracle Methodist Circuit begins its journey. Created to support communities and 
initiatives that don’t always fit easily within the shape of a traditional circuit, Coracle 
exists for those on the edge — the creative, the experimental, the community-shaped 
rather than the inherited.

This year, our focus has been on one such place: Tubestation Methodist Church in 
Polzeath.

Perched on the hill overlooking the sweeping beauty of Polzeath beach, Tubestation is 
well known by many for its bold history and the adventurous missional intention out of 
which it was born. A place where faith, community, surf culture, coffee, creativity, and 
radical welcome have always collided, Tubestation remains one of the most distinctive 
Methodist presences in the country.

Over recent months, Coracle Circuit — alongside the South West Peninsula District and 
other key partners — has been working closely with Tubestation to help it reimagine 
and reclaim its founding vision. Our task has been simple but vital: to help Tubestation 
rediscover its “why,” strengthen its foundations, and shape a missional pathway that 
will carry it confidently into the future.

Unsurprisingly, the surfing community continues to play a central role. Since August, 
Tubestation has been hosting pop-up café days, welcoming the local community 
through its doors in a way that feels organic, joyful, and true to its DNA. People have 
poured into the space — some for conversation, some for connection, some simply to 
sit in the warmth of that inspiring and utterly unique environment. These gatherings 
have reminded us of what Tubestation has always been at its best: a vibrant, open, 
creative place where God’s Spirit is already at work long before we arrive.
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We celebrate all that God has been doing and continues to do in and through 
Tubestation.

But this is only the beginning.

Coracle’s current work is preparing Tubestation — and some other communities and 
pioneering initiatives — to moor within Coracle’s harbour in 2026. Our name reflects 
our heart: lightweight, responsive, adventurous, shaped by the Spirit, and always open 
to the horizon. More stories about this journey will follow in the months ahead.

To keep up with our developments, missional updates, and reflections, please visit 
the Coracle Methodist Circuit Facebook page, where news and insights are shared 
regularly.

Coracle - https://www.facebook.com/me/

Tubestation - https://www.facebook.com/tubestationcrew

Together, we look forward to all that God is unfolding — in the waves, on the hill, in the 
community, and across the South West Peninsula — as Coracle continues to chart new 
waters in mission and ministry

Love & Light 

Revd Darren Middleton 

  

https://www.facebook.com/me/
https://www.facebook.com/tubestationcrew
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Helen Pearce  

Social Justice Officer
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District Pilgrimage - Thoughts After 'Reconnaissance' Walk 

A Message from Revd Andy Chislett-McDonald  

Six gallant souls followed the Camino Inglès 
route from Ferrol on the northern Galicia 
coast to the beautiful city of Santiago de 
Compostela as a 'recce' for next Spring. A 
total of 113k (about 70 miles - the route 
markers have kilometres!).  

The terrain was both beautiful and pretty 
challenging - it was hilly! If you are praying 
about joining the group in May 2026, please 
do not be put off by this. One thing the 
recce has suggested strongly is that we 
make a different, and easier Pilgrimage 
instead - still 6 days of waking but none as 
long as the two 25k (15 miles) days on this 
route.  

Let me 
suggest a whole raft of reasons why the walk is so 
worth making.  

On a BBC pilgrimage programme one of those 
taking part said the following: 'Pilgrimage can 
elevate ourselves to a higher level of being 
ourselves.' I would largely concur; however, would 
want to add something clearly about our 
relationship with, and life in Christ Jesus. A key part 
of the Gospel concerns our becoming more and 
more Christ-like. Somehow, Pilgrimage can help 
that's happening. Maybe being on the way with 
others on the way, and with the one who called 
himself the Way has much to do with this. So, the 
first and most important reason to make a 
pilgrimage is to do with Jesus in our lives. And, 
when else do we get the opportunity to spend hours 
at a time in prayer and reflection day after day? 

Moreover, we all know that walking is good for us 
physically. Actually, there is a growing body of 
evidence that walking is spectacularly good for our 
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mental health and wellbeing. A 6 days pilgrimage gives the opportunity for a long, 
daily walk. Should you join the group, you will be able to 
experience this yourself. I know this so well for myself. 

Let me proffer some practical advice to help you both 
decide to walk and then how to prepare. Firstly, you will 
need to train. I would suggest starting yesterday! A 
couple of our recce group were unable to put in the 
walking miles beforehand, owing to injury, and the walk 
was rather taxing for them. However, they still managed 
the walk. Next, get used to walking with a rucksack. Start 
with a small load in it. Just a few kilogrammes to begin 
with and slowly increase both distance and weight. By 
the time, we walk you will discover that you will only 
need to carry about 7 or 8 kilos. As preparation for next 

year, we will be making some training walks together. 
Whenever I have led groups to Santiago, we have had 
made a number of walks together. These have been 
both very beneficial and extremely worthwhile. They will 
start in the New Year. 

So, I'll conclude by saying that making the pilgrimage 
will be a great experience. Yes, it will tax us from time to 
time. However, the Spiritual benefits are great. The well-
being benefits are extraordinary. The fellowship will be 
wonderful. My only concern is that you may just find 
yourself addicted to walking a pilgrimage! 

Buen Camino 

Rev Andy Chislett-McDonald  
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Providence Chapel features on the TellyBox !!! 

A Message from Revd Chris Jackson 

  
It all began with a random experience of a TV journalist who came across an article in a 
publication regarding a little chapel on Dartmoor. 

What followed was a quick phone call to one of the members of the chapel, who 
honestly at first thought it may be some kind of wind up !!! However, it was real.  

The ITV local news wanted to film a piece about our little chapel that had defied the 
odds and not only “survived” potential closure, but had actually thrived beyond all 
expectations. 

The timing of the visit was rather fortuitous 
for the chapel because we were just about 
to host the official release of Chris 
Chapman’s magnus opus, “Hallowed Earth”, 
a lifetime in photography. 

The only thing that wasn’t quite perfect was 
that the launch of Chris’ book was on the 
Saturday and the journalist could only 
come on the Friday afternoon. Evidently 
you can only get a cameraman out at a 
weekend on a national disaster ! Who knew 
? 

However, Providence chapel is nothing if not resourceful. The opportunity was too 
good to miss, so it was arranged to set up the exhibition a day early, stunt doubles 
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were booked and Chris Chapman persuaded to walk down the road a day earlier for 
filming. As for the bakers…well, baking for the Saturday anyway would only mean a 
minor change in the schedule to accommodate and supply food for the day before. 

All was set, the exhibition was laid out in church and school room, cakes and savouries 
were baked, coffee was on the brew (real coffee of course, not instant), members of 
the church and beyond were spruced up and all arrived at the chapel for the interview 
and the filming.  

It was a great time, the cameraman was really friendly and impressed with the work of 
the chapel. He got great shots of the 
chapel and the photos and was 
engaged by Margaret Allin and Chris 
Chapman with the story of the chapel.  

Then there was the waiting time !!! 
Unfortunately the cameraman had no 
idea when the article would be 
shown…”anytime from now until the 
end of next week probably”…not an 
exact science, and completely in the 
hands of the programme editor. 

However, on Wednesday 19th November at about 6:20pm our little chapel was being 
proudly broadcast over the airwaves. A good positive portrayal of church, circuit and 
the wider Methodist Church. A tale of hope and purpose and a strong future. 

  

It would be remiss of me not to mention the following day, the ACTUAL launch of the 
book. The launch ran from 10am until 4pm….many people were queuing outside the 
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chapel from about 9:45 to get in and get their hands on the book, great fellowship, 
amazing photos and of course real coffee and hand baked cakes.  

The chapel was full from 10am until 4pm…about 300 people came through the doors 
that afternoon, from as far afield as London. The church raised around £2,000 pounds 
from donations and the kind generosity of Chris Chapman who gave the chapel a 
percentage of the book sales (25 boxes of books were sold). 

  

The following days was Sunday and a chance to give thanks at the afternoon service 
where the congregation gathered to sing praises to God…and of course, partake of 
the obligatory refreshments. 

  

God has truly honoured the work, faith, joy, and perseverance of the people of 
Providence chapel on Dartmoor…so much so that we are working towards a larger 
project to secure the future of the chapel for the next couple of hundred years. It will 
be expensive, but for the resourceful people of Providence chapel…just a small hurdle 
to jump over in reality. 

  

The Providence of God is truly amazing.  

Revd Chris Jackson  

Superintendent West Devon Circuit 
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Exmouth Repair Cafe 

A Message from Jean Holden 

I'm an active member of Exmouth 
Methodist church and would like to 
share this story with you when we 
celebrated ten years of running a Repair 
Cafe. 

 Exmouth Repair Café celebrated their 
tenth anniversary this month with the 
Mayor, Cllr. Graham Deasy.  It was another busy session at Exmouth Methodist church 
in Roundhouse Lane. The Café was bustling as well with visitors enjoying coffee, cake 
and bacon baps and occasional piano music.  On our monthly openings we get thirty 
to fifty people coming through the doors plus more who come just for the coffee, cake 
& company in our Cafe. 

The volunteers will try and repair any household item that the public bring in and 
records show that over two thousand items have come in for repair with just under 60% 
being repaired, just under 30% not repaired and just over 13% where advise was given 
or it was semi repaired. Often parts are needed and if purchased by the owner they can 

return the next month for it to be fitted. This is a free service but a donation in the pot is 
always appreciated as the money raised is given to local charities. 
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The top three items brought in during the last twelve months are vacuum cleaners, 
table lamps and necklaces/chains. 

  

Following the fixing session, a ‘bring and share’ lunch was enjoyed by those who 
could attend with a lovely cake made by Khris Norton from Shoreline Methodist 
Community especially for the occasion. 

  

When the church started the Repair Café there were five volunteer repairers from the 
community, three of which are still involved and one left to start the Exmouth Library 
of Things based in an old garage within the grounds of the church.  Today there are 
twenty volunteers plus church members who run the Café, bake the cakes, run the 
reception desk and input data to the worldwide Repair Café foundation.  One 
member of our congregation came to us via this route, and many visitors appreciate 
the friendly welcome and hospitality shown to them. 

  

It operates from January to November on the first Saturday of the month.  

  

Jean Holden 

Exmouth Methodist Church 
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